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She Called Me Woman - Azeenarh Mohammed 2018
A brave and ground-breaking anthology of queer women's life stories
The Sacred Place - Daniel Black 2008-07-22
In the summer of 1955, fourteen-year-old Clement enters a general store
in Money, Mississippi to purchase a soda. Unaware of the consequences
of flouting the rules governing black-white relations in the South, this
Chicago native defies tradition, by laying a dime on the counter and
turns to depart. Miss Cuthbert, the store attendant, demands that he
place the money in her hand, but he refuses, declaring, "I ain't no slave!"
and exits with a sense of entitlement unknown to black people at the
time. His behavior results in his brutal murder. This event sparks a war
in Money, forcing the black community to galvanize its strength in
pursuit of equality.
Local Souls - Allan Gurganus 2013-11-28
In his first work of fiction in a decade, Allan Gurganus returns to the
mythic site of his immortal novel Oldest Living Confederate Widow Tells
All. Time has passed; the Internet has arrived; but the daily human
dramas in Falls, North Carolina prove that old habits die hard. A banker's
daughter seeks the child she was forced to relinquish at birth . . . The
disappearance of a star high school student sends ripples through the
town, creating a cult led by her stricken mother . . . The friendship
between two married men is tested by a devastating flood. Local Souls is
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a universal tale of gigantic hopes battling small-town conventions - a
dark comedy of adultery, obsession and incest, told with affection and
piercing insight.
Happiness, Like Water - Chinelo Okparanta 2013
Presents a collection of short stories centering around Nigerian women
as they build lives out of hope, faith, and doubt, following such
characters as a young woman faced with a dangerous decision to save
her mother and a woman in love with another despite the penalties.
The Bride Price - Buchi Emecheta 1995
A novel by a Nigerian-born author which explores the constraints of a
tradition under which women are defined in purely monetary terms.
When Aku-nna and her family are inherited by her uncle, who values her
only for the high bride-price she is expected to fetch, she defies
convention and society.
Happiness, Like Water - Chinelo Okparanta 2013-08-13
Winner of the O. Henry Award. “A haunting and startlingly original
collection of short stories about the lives of Nigerians both at home and
in America.”—Julie Otsuka, national bestselling author Here are Nigerian
women at home and transplanted to the United States, building lives out
of longing and hope, faith and doubt, the struggle to stay and the
mandate to leave, the burden and strength of love. Here are characters
faced with dangerous decisions, children slick with oil from the river, a
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woman in love with another despite the penalties. Here is a world
marked by electricity outages, lush landscapes, folktales, buses that
break down and never start up again. Here is a portrait of Nigerians that
is surprising, shocking, heartrending, loving, and across social strata,
dealing in every kind of change. Here are stories filled with language to
make your eyes pause and your throat catch. Happiness, Like Water
introduces a true talent, a young writer with a beautiful heart and a
capacious imagination. “Astonishing. Okparanta’s narrators render their
stories with such strength and intimacy, such lucidity and composure,
that in each and every case the truths of their lives detonate deep inside
the reader’s heart, with the power and force of revelation."—Paul
Harding, Pulitzer Prize-winning author “Intricate, graceful prose propels
Okparanta’s profoundly moving and illuminating book. I devoured these
stories and immediately wanted more. This is an arrival.”—NoViolet
Bulawayo, award-winning author of We Need New Names “Okparanta’s
prose is tender, beautiful and evocative. These powerful stories of
contemporary Nigeria are told with compassion and a certain sense of
humor. What a remarkable new talent.”—Chika Unigwe, author of Night
Dancer
What We Lose - Zinzi Clemmons 2018-06-05
A National Book Foundation 5 Under 35 Honoree NBCC John Leonard
First Book Prize Finalist Aspen Words Literary Prize Finalist Named a
Best Book of the Year by Vogue, NPR, Elle, Esquire, Buzzfeed, San
Francisco Chronicle, Cosmopolitan, The Huffington Post, The A.V. Club,
The Root, Harper’s Bazaar, Paste, Bustle, Kirkus Reviews, Electric
Literature, LitHub, New York Post, Los Angeles Review of Books, and
Bust “The debut novel of the year.” —Vogue “Like so many stories of the
black diaspora, What We Lose is an examination of haunting.” —Doreen
St. Félix, The New Yorker “Raw and ravishing, this novel pulses with
vulnerability and shimmering anger.” —Nicole Dennis-Benn, O, the
Oprah Magazine “Stunning. . . . Powerfully moving and beautifully
wrought, What We Lose reflects on family, love, loss, race, womanhood,
and the places we feel home.” —Buzzfeed “Remember this name: Zinzi
Clemmons. Long may she thrill us with exquisite works like What We
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Lose. . . . The book is a remarkable journey.” —Essence From an author
of rare, haunting power, a stunning novel about a young AfricanAmerican woman coming of age—a deeply felt meditation on race, sex,
family, and country Raised in Pennsylvania, Thandi views the world of
her mother’s childhood in Johannesburg as both impossibly distant and
ever present. She is an outsider wherever she goes, caught between
being black and white, American and not. She tries to connect these
dislocated pieces of her life, and as her mother succumbs to cancer,
Thandi searches for an anchor—someone, or something, to love. In
arresting and unsettling prose, we watch Thandi’s life unfold, from losing
her mother and learning to live without the person who has most
profoundly shaped her existence, to her own encounters with romance
and unexpected motherhood. Through exquisite and emotional vignettes,
Clemmons creates a stunning portrayal of what it means to choose to
live, after loss. An elegiac distillation, at once intellectual and visceral, of
a young woman’s understanding of absence and identity that spans
continents and decades, What We Lose heralds the arrival of a virtuosic
new voice in fiction.
The Good Negress - A. J. Verdelle 2016-11-22
“Haunting . . . To read The Good Negress is to fall under a spell, to open
a window, to fly.” —Los Angeles Times Book Review Twenty years after
its initial publication, The Good Negress continues to be an important
part of the literary canon, as relevant and necessary as ever. Set in
1960s Detroit, the novel centers around Denise Palms, who leaves her
grandmother’s home in rural Virginia to reunite with her mother,
stepfather, and older brothers. As a black teenage girl, Denise is given
scarce opportunity beyond cooking, cleaning, and raising her mother’s
baby. But an idealistic, demanding teacher opens Denise’s eyes to a
future she has never considered, and soon she begins to question the
limits of the life prescribed to her. With lyrical, evocative prose, A. J.
Verdelle captures Denise’s journey from adolescence to womanhood as
she navigates the tension between loyalty and independence, and
between circumstance and desire. The Good Negress is an unforgettable
debut—simultaneously the portrait of a family and a glimpse into an era
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of twentieth-century America. Winner of the Harold D. Vursell Memorial
Award from the American Academy of Arts and Letters Finalist for the
PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction
Blackass - A. Igoni Barrett 2016-03-01
Furo Wariboko, a young Nigerian, awakes the morning before a job
interview to find that he's been transformed into a white man. In this
condition he plunges into the bustle of Lagos to make his fortune. With
his red hair, green eyes, and pale skin, it seems he's been completely
changed. Well, almost. There is the matter of his family, his accent, his
name. Oh, and his black ass. Furo must quickly learn to navigate a world
made unfamiliar and deal with those who would use him for their own
purposes. Taken in by a young woman called Syreeta and pursued by a
writer named Igoni, Furo lands his first-ever job, adopts a new name, and
soon finds himself evolving in unanticipated ways. A. Igoni Barrett's
Blackass is a fierce comic satire that touches on everything from race to
social media while at the same time questioning the values society places
on us simply by virtue of the way we look. As he did in Love Is Power, or
Something Like That, Barrett brilliantly depicts life in contemporary
Nigeria and details the double-dealing and code-switching that are
implicit in everyday business. But it's Furo's search for an identity--one
deeper than skin--that leads to the final unraveling of his own carefully
constructed story.
Do Not Say It's Not Your Country - Nnamdi Oguike 2019-03
Do Not Say It's Not Your Country is filled with fascinating characters: a
South African woman and her children crowding an iron shack in
Blikkiesdorp; a Madagascan slum boy who gets a job as a cook in
Antananarivo; a shy Sierra Leonean girl who falls in love with a sly
fisherman; a wily Nigerian prophet whose tricks are exposed; a Kenyan
couple back in their old ways after confirmation in church - and many
more. With themes such as love and innocence, terrorism and slavery,
this brilliant book takes you on a tour of Africa and beyond, to meet more
of humanity in its beauty and its pain. REVIEW: Like an arrow darting
across the sky, this collection of twelve short stories tells a tale of
poverty in South Africa, filthiness in Madagascar, teenage love and
happiness-like-water-chinelo-okparanta

deception in Freetown, to the vagaries of religion in Nigeria. It
intoxicates us in Kenya, making dreams realized in Uganda. From the
forbidden love in Abuja to a Senegalese ordeal in Libya. We make
connections to music in Bamako, halting to meet exiled Zimbabweans in
South Africa. With a spiritual experience in Benin City and the warmth of
second chances in Brazil, these stories will brush you with different
emotions, these words will hold you, they will pin you down, making you
stay up. Do Not Say It's Not Your Country marinates you in the richness
of different cultures, making your pores open to the shared narrative, the
pain, poverty, joy, the vicissitudes of life as well as the wonder sprinkled
in these stories.- Funmilola Ogunseye - Literary Pundit, Dasience.com
EXCERPT: MY happiest memories of those early days in Blikkiesdorp are
about my brother Jabulani fluttering about in our small tin-can house like
a butterfly, scattering clothes and plates and things, singing 'Nkosi
Sikelel' iAfrika', blowing a yellow vuvuzela and sticking posters of the
FIFA World Cup on the corrugated walls of our house. He and Thabo, the
last kid, had been the wildest in the family since we were evicted from
Athlone and camped here. Jabulani was ten and tall already, with hair so
big and fluffy and fine. Thabo was three and had hair as rough as a foot
mat. Mama said the boys' brains had gone faulty for turning almost
everything in the house into objects of football madness. Jabulani had
written the words 'BAFANA BAFANA' in blue ink on all his shirts and on
Thabo's. He had written the same words on the walls of our house, and
Mama did not like that. Thabo, who had no vuvuzela of his own, made
vuvuzela sounds with his mouth. Now he had begun to upset Mama the
most because since we failed to give him a proper toy, he was always
straying into other people's tin houses, looking for something funny.
After we saw him playing with a used sanitary pad he picked from Godknows-where, Mama said Thabo would pick up a snake next. BIO.:
Nnamdi Oguike is a Nigerian writer. He was selected as The Missing
Slate's Author of the Month for March 2016 and was a finalist in the
2018 Africa Book Club Short Story Competition. More of his writings
have been published in The Dalhousie Review, African Writer and Brittle
Paper. He lives in Awka, Nigeria.

3/11

Downloaded from themckeonlaw.com on by guest

Conjure Women - Afia Atakora 2020
"Conjure Women is a sweeping story that brings the world of the South
before and after the Civil War vividly to life. Spanning eras and
generations, it tells of the lives of three unforgettable women: Miss May
Belle, a wise healing woman; her precocious and observant daughter
Rue, who is reluctant to follow in her mother's footsteps as a midwife;
and their master's daughter Varina. The secrets and bonds among these
women and their community come to a head at the beginning of a war
and at the birth of an accursed child, who sets the townspeople alight
with fear and a spreading superstition that threatens their newly won,
tenuous freedom."--Publisher's description.
Feast, Famine and Potluck - Jennings, Karen 2014-06-12
A dazzling collection from across the African continent and diaspora here SHORT STORY DAY AFRICA has assembled the best nineteen
stories from their 2013 competition. Food is at the centre of stories from
authors emerging and established, blending the secular, the
supernatural, the old and the new in a spectacular celebration of short
fiction. Civil wars, evictions, vacations, feasts and romances - the stories
we bring to our tables that bring us together and tear us apart.
Girl - Edna O'Brien 2019-10-15
Girl, Edna O’Brien’s hotly anticipated new novel, envisages the lives of
the Boko Haram girls in a masterpiece of violence and tenderness. I was
a girl once, but not anymore. So begins Girl, Edna O’Brien’s harrowing
portrayal of the young women abducted by Boko Haram. Set in the deep
countryside of northeast Nigeria, this is a brutal story of incarceration,
horror, and hunger; a hair-raising escape into the manifold terrors of the
forest; and a descent into the labyrinthine bureaucracy and hostility
awaiting a victim who returns home with a child blighted by enemy
blood. From one of the century's greatest living authors, Girl is an
unforgettable story of one victim’s astonishing survival, and her
unflinching faith in the redemption of the human heart.
Jazz Moon - Joe Okonkwo 2016-06-01
“A passionate, alive, and original novel about love, race, and jazz in
1920s Harlem and Paris—a moving story of traveling far to find oneself”
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(David Ebershoff, author of The Danish Girl and The 19th Wife). On a
sweltering summer night in 1925, beauties in beaded dresses mingle
with hepcats in dapper suits on the streets of Harlem. The air is thick
with reefer smoke, and jazz pours out of speakeasy doorways. Ben
Charles and his devoted wife are among the locals crammed into a
basement club to hear music and drink bootleg liquor. For aspiring poet
Ben, the heady rhythms are a revelation. So is Baby Back Johnston, an
ambitious trumpet player who flashes a devilish grin and blasts dynamite
from his horn. Ben finds himself drawn to the trumpeter—and to Paris,
where Baby Back says everything is happening. In Paris, black people
are welcomed as exotic celebrities, especially those from Harlem. It’s an
easy life, but it quickly leaves Ben adrift and alone, craving solace
through anonymous dalliances in the city’s decadent underground scene.
From chic Parisian cafés to seedy opium dens, his odyssey will bring new
love, trials, and heartache, even as echoes from the past urge him to
decide where true fulfillment and inspiration lie. Jazz Moon is an
evocative story of emotional and artistic awakening set against the
backdrop of the Harlem Renaissance and Jazz Age–Paris—a winner of the
Edmund White Award and a finalist for the Lambda Literary Award. “Jazz
Moon mashes up essences of Hurston and Hughes and Fitzgerald into a
heady mixtape of a romance: driving and rhythmic as an Armstrong Hot
Five record, sensuous as the small of a Cotton Club chorus girl’s back. I
enjoyed it immensely.” —Larry Duplechan, author of Blackbird and Got
’til It’s Gone
Now We Will Be Happy - Amina Gautier 2014-09-01
Now We Will Be Happy is a prize-winning collection of stories about AfroPuerto Ricans, U.S.-mainland-born Puerto Ricans, and displaced native
Puerto Ricans who are living between spaces while attempting to
navigate the unique culture that defines Puerto Rican identity. Amina
Gautier’s characters deal with the difficulties of bicultural identities in a
world that wants them to choose only one. The characters in Now We
Will Be Happy are as unpredictable as they are human. A teenage boy
leaves home in search of the mother he hasn’t seen since childhood; a
granddaughter is sent across the ocean to broker peace between her
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relatives; a widow seeks to die by hurricane; a married woman takes a
bathtub voyage with her lover; a proprietress who is the glue that binds
her neighborhood cannot hold on to her own son; a displaced wife
develops a strange addiction to candles. Crossing boundaries of comfort,
culture, language, race, and tradition in unexpected ways, these
characters struggle valiantly and doggedly to reconcile their fantasies of
happiness with the realities of their existence.
The Polish Boxer - Eduardo Halfon 2012
A grandson tries to make sense of his Polish grandfather's past and the
story behind his numbered tattoo. A Serbian classical pianist longs for
his forbidden heritage. A Mayan poet is torn between his studies and
filial obligations. A striking young Israeli woman seeks answers in
Central America. A university professor yearns for knowledge that he
can't find in books and discovers something unexpected at a Mark Twain
conference
The Life of Objects - Susanna Moore 2013-06-04
Berlin, 1938. When Beatrice, a young Irish Protestant lace maker, is
whisked away from her dreary life to join the household of Felix and
Dorthea Metzenburg, she feels like she’s landed in the middle of a fairy
tale. Art collectors, and friends to the most fascinating men and women
of Europe, the Metzenburgs are part of a world where there is more to
desire than she ever imagined. However Germany has launched its
campaign of aggression across Europe, and, before long, the conflict
reaches the family’s threshold. Retreating to their country estate, the
Metzenburgs do their best to ignore the encroaching war until the
realities of hunger, illness, and Nazi terror begin to threaten their very
existence. In searing and emotional detail, The Life of Objects illuminates
Beatrice’s journey from childhood to womanhood, from naïveté to
wisdom, as a continent collapses into darkness around her.
Jam on the Vine - LaShonda Katrice Barnett 2015-02-03
In this “captivating saga” of the post-Reconstruction era, a black female
journalist blazes her own trail—“unforgettable; gripping; an instant
classic” (Elle). Ivoe Williams, the precocious daughter of a Muslim cook
and a metalsmith from central-east Texas, discovers a lifelong obsession
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with journalism when she steals a newspaper from her mother’s white
employer. Living in the segregated quarter of Little Tunis, Ivoe immerses
herself in the printed word until she earns a scholarship to the
prestigious Willetson Collegiate in Austin. Finally fleeing the Jim Crow
South to settle in Kansas City, Ivoe and Ona, her former teacher and
present lover, start the first female-run African American newspaper,
Jam On the Vine. In the throes of the Red Summer—the 1919 outbreak of
lynchings and race riots across the Midwest—Ivoe risks her freedom and
her life to call attention to the atrocities of the American prison system.
Inspired by the legacy of trailblazing black women like Ida B. Wells and
Charlotta Bass, LaShonda Katrice Barnett’s Jam On the Vine is both an
epic vision of the hardships that defined an era and “an ode to activism,
writ[ten] with a scholar’s eye and a poet’s soul” (Tayari Jones, O The
Oprah Magazine).
Under the Udala Trees - Chinelo Okparanta 2015
Inspired by her mother's stories of war and Nigeria's folktale traditions,
Under the Udala Trees is Chinelo Okparanta's deeply searching,
powerful debut about the dangers of living and loving openly
Saint Monkey: A Novel - Jacinda Townsend 2014-02-24
"[A] compelling debut…Townsend's writing [is] full of fresh turns of
phrase and keen insights." —Ayana Mathis, New York Times Book
Review Fourteen-year-old Audrey Martin, with her Poindexter glasses
and her head humming the 3/4 meter of gospel music, knows she’ll never
get out of Kentucky—but when her fingers touch the piano keys, the
whole church trembles. Her best friend, Caroline, daydreams about
Hollywood stardom, but both girls feel destined to languish in a slowmoving stopover town in Montgomery County. That is, until chance
intervenes and a booking agent offers Audrey a ticket to join the booming
jazz scene in Harlem—an offer she can’t resist, not even for Caroline.
And in New York City the music never stops. Audrey flirts with love and
takes the stage at the Apollo, with its fast-dancing crowds and blinding
lights. But fortunes can turn fast in the city—young talent means tough
competition, and for Audrey failure is always one step away. Meanwhile,
Caroline sinks into the quiet anguish of a Black woman in a backwards
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country, where her ambitions and desires only slip further out of reach.
Jacinda Townsend’s remarkable first novel is a coming-of-age story made
at once gripping and poignant by the wild energy of the Jazz Era and the
stark realities of segregation. Marrying musical prose with lyric
vernacular, Saint Monkey delivers a stirring portrait of American
storytelling and marks the appearance of an auspicious new voice in
literary fiction.
Foreign Gods, Inc. - Okey Ndibe 2014-01-14
From a disciple of the late Chinua Achebe comes a masterful and
universally acclaimed novel that is at once a taut, literary thriller and an
indictment of greed’s power to subsume all things, including the sacred.
Foreign Gods, Inc., tells the story of Ike, a New York-based Nigerian cab
driver who sets out to steal the statue of an ancient war deity from his
home village and sell it to a New York gallery. Ike's plan is fueled by
desperation. Despite a degree in economics from a major American
college, his strong accent has barred him from the corporate world.
Forced to eke out a living as a cab driver, he is unable to manage the
emotional and material needs of a temperamental African American
bride and a widowed mother demanding financial support. When he
turns to gambling, his mounting losses compound his woes. And so he
travels back to Nigeria to steal the statue, where he has to deal with old
friends, family, and a mounting conflict between those in the village who
worship the deity, and those who practice Christianity. A meditation on
the dreams, promises and frustrations of the immigrant life in America;
the nature and impact of religious conflicts; an examination of the ways
in which modern culture creates or heightens infatuation with the
"exotic," including the desire to own strange objects and hanker after
ineffable illusions; and an exploration of the shifting nature of memory,
Foreign Gods is a brilliant work of fiction that illuminates our globally
interconnected world like no other. From the Hardcover edition.
Read Me Like a Book - Liz Kessler 2016-06-14
In her first novel for young adults, New York Times best-selling author
Liz Kessler tells a story about finding a kindred spirit and becoming your
true self. Ashleigh Walker is a mediocre student with an assortment of
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friends, a sort-of boyfriend, and no plans for the future. Then a straightfrom-college English teacher, Miss Murray, takes over Ash’s class and
changes everything. Miss Murray smiles a lot. She shares poetry with
curse words in it. She’s, well, cool. And she seems to really care about
her students. About Ashleigh. For the first time, Ash feels an urge to try
harder. To give something — someone — her best. Before she knows it,
Ashleigh is in love. Intense, heart-racing, all-consuming first love. It’s
strong enough to distract her from worrying about bad grades and her
parents’ marriage troubles. But what will happen if Miss Murray finds
out Ashleigh is in love with her?
In Dependence - Sarah Ladipo Manyika 2019
In the early sixties, Tayo Ajayi sails to England from Nigeria to take up a
scholarship at Oxford University. There he discovers a whole generation
high on visions of a new and better world. He meets Vanessa Richardson,
the beautiful daughter of a former colonial officer. Their story, which
spans four decades, is a bittersweet tale of a brave but doomed affair and
the universal desire to fall truly, madly and deeply in love. A lyrical and
moving story of unfulfilled love fraught with the weight of history, race
and geography and intertwined with questions of belonging, aging, faith
and family secrets. In Dependence explores the complexities of
contemporary Africa, its Diaspora and its interdependence with the rest
of the world.
Love is Power, Or Something Like that - A. Igoni Barrett 2013
Where sex is a currency, or a weapon. Where power ends in corruption,
or violence. Where the worst thing to happen is for the best, sometimes.
This title includes nine stories of cavort jealous.
Sabrina & Corina - Kali Fajardo-Anstine 2019-04-02
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • Latinas of Indigenous descent
living in the American West take center stage in this haunting debut
story collection—a powerful meditation on friendship, mothers and
daughters, and the deep-rooted truths of our homelands. “Here are
stories that blaze like wildfires, with characters who made me laugh and
broke my heart.”—Sandra Cisneros WINNER OF THE AMERICAN BOOK
AWARD • FINALIST FOR THE STORY PRIZE • FINALIST FOR THE
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PEN/ROBERT W. BINGHAM PRIZE FOR DEBUT SHORT STORY
COLLECTION Kali Fajardo-Anstine’s magnetic story collection breathes
life into her Latina characters of indigenous ancestry and the land they
inhabit in the American West. Against the remarkable backdrop of
Denver, Colorado—a place that is as fierce as it is exquisite—these
women navigate the land the way they navigate their lives: with caution,
grace, and quiet force. In “Sugar Babies,” ancestry and heritage are
hidden inside the earth but tend to rise during land disputes. “Any
Further West” follows a sex worker and her daughter as they leave their
ancestral home in southern Colorado only to find a foreign and hostile
land in California. In “Tomi,” a woman leaves prison and finds herself in
a gentrified city that is a shadow of the one she remembers from her
childhood. And in the title story, “Sabrina & Corina,” a Denver family
falls into a cycle of violence against women, coming together only
through ritual. Sabrina & Corina is a moving narrative of unrelenting
feminine power and an exploration of the universal experiences of
abandonment, heritage, and an eternal sense of home. NAMED ONE OF
THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Public Library •
Kirkus Reviews • Library Journal “Sabrina & Corina isn’t just good, it’s
masterful storytelling. Fajardo-Anstine is a fearless writer: her women
are strong and scarred witnesses of the violations of their homelands,
their culture, their bodies; her plots turn and surprise, unerring and
organic in their comprehensiveness; her characters break your heart, but
you keep on going because you know you are in the hands of a master.
Her stories move through the heart of darkness and illuminate it with the
soul of truth.”—Julia Alvarez, author of How the García Girls Lost Their
Accents “[A] powerhouse debut . . . stylistically superb, with crisp
dialogue and unforgettable characters, Sabrina & Corina introduces an
impressive new talent to American letters.”—Rigoberto González, NBC
News
Beasts & Children - Amy Parker 2016-02-02
Linked stories exploring the dark heart of the American family:
“Electrifying, daring . . . sure to appeal to fans of Karen Russell and
Lorrie Moore ” (Booklist, starred review). A St. Louis Post-Dispatch Best
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Book of the Year The Bowmans are declining Texas gentry, heirs to an
airline fortune, surrounded by a patriarch’s stuffed trophies and lost
dreams. They will each be haunted by the past as they strive to escape its
force. The Fosters are diplomats’ kids who might as well be orphans. Jill
and Maizie grow up privileged amid poverty, powerless to change the
lives of those around them and uncertain whether they have the ability to
change their own. The Guzmans have moved between Colombia and the
United States, each generation seeking opportunity for the next, only to
find that the American dream can be as crushing as it is elusive. From
the tense territory of a sagging, grand porch in Texas to a gated
community in Thailand to a lonely apartment in nondescript suburbia,
these wry, dark stories unwind the lives of three families as they
navigate the ever-shifting landscapes of the American middle class. “No
one is safe, Parker reminds us, especially within the family circle—but
one’s chosen family can also offer salvation. . . . The stories, like the
mounted heads in the Bowmans’ trophy room, rivet the gaze, demand
that readers recognize themselves in those glassy eyes—and then
become disconcertingly alive.” —The New York Times Book Review
I Want to Show You More - Jamie Quatro 2013-03-05
“Passionate, sensuous, savagely intense, and remarkable” stories of the
American South, “like some franker, modernized Flannery O’Connor”
(The New Yorker). Welcome to Lookout Mountain on the border of
Georgia and Tennessee. Mixing white-hot yearning with daring humor,
this short-story collection of infidelity, spirituality, sexuality, and family is
at once “strange, thrilling, and disarmingly honest . . . the closet thing
I’ve seen in years to Donald Barthelme’s insouciance, sweetness and
ominousness” (The New York Times Book Review). These fifteen linked
tales confront readers with dark theological complexities, fractured
marriages, and mercurial temptations: a husband discovers the decaying
corpse of his wife’s lover in their bed; an enigmatic deaf man becomes
the catalyst in the destruction of his church; a child’s perspective on life
is altered after the attempted murder of a loved one; an embarrassed
teenager is forced to attend a pool party with her quadriplegic mother;
the hole in a young boy’s heart is magically sealed when he falls in love
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for the first time. “Fasten your seat belt. . . . These amazing stories
explore the human boundaries between the physical world and the
spiritual—lust, betrayal, and loss in perfect balance with love,
redemption, and grace.” —Jill McCorkle, author of Life After Life “These
are stories that make you stop whatever you’re doing and read. . . . I
salute a brilliant new American writer.” —Tom Franklin, Edgar
Award–winning author “A brilliant new voice in American fiction has
arrived. . . . She has earned a place alongside Amy Hempel, Lydia Davis,
and Alice Munro.” —David Means, author of Hystopia
Lot - Bryan Washington 2019-03-19
One of Barack Obama’s “Favorite Books of the Year” "Phenomenal" -Justin Torres, author of We the Animals "Brilliant" --Nicole Dennis-Benn,
author of Here Comes the Sun “A profound exploration of the true
meaning of borders.” —The New York Times Book Review NAMED ONE
OF THE 10 BEST BOOKS OF 2019 in the New York Times by Dwight
Garner A New York Times Notable Book of 2019 In the city of Houston a sprawling, diverse microcosm of America - the son of a black mother
and a Latino father is coming of age. He's working at his family's
restaurant, weathering his brother's blows, resenting his older sister's
absence. And discovering he likes boys. Around him, others live and
thrive and die in Houston's myriad neighborhoods: a young woman
whose affair detonates across an apartment complex, a ragtag baseball
team, a group of young hustlers, hurricane survivors, a local drug dealer
who takes a Guatemalan teen under his wing, a reluctant chupacabra.
Bryan Washington's brilliant, viscerally drawn world vibrates with
energy, wit, raw power, and the infinite longing of people searching for
home. With soulful insight into what makes a community, a family, and a
life, Lot explores trust and love in all its unsparing and unsteady forms.
Granta 118 - John Freeman 2012-02-02
Be it a wrong turn, a bad relationship, a debilitating illness or a war,
every action creates a reaction, every move is followed by another move.
How do we get out of what we've gotten ourselves into? Granta 118
zooms in close on the phenomenon of the exit strategy. In a new story,
Alice Munro writes of an elderly woman whose attempts to care for her
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husband are undermined by her own deteriorating thought processes;
Claire Messud searches for her father's past in Beirut, Lebanon as he
lays dying in a hospital in the US; and Aleksandar Hemon remembers the
importance of smuggling his family's dog out of war-torn Sarajevo. Exit
Strategies also features new writing by John Barth, Anne Tyler, Ann
Beattie, and newcomer Chinelo Okparanta - examining how we get
ourselves out and the repercussions that follow. Hindsight is 20/20, but
it's what we do moving forward that defines us and - in the best of all
worlds - redeems us.
The Color Purple - Alice Walker 2011-09-20
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award, this novel
about a resilient and courageous woman has become a Broadway show
and a cultural phenomenon. A PBS Great American Read Top 100 Pick
Celie has grown up poor in rural Georgia, despised by the society around
her and abused by her own family. She strives to protect her sister,
Nettie, from a similar fate, and while Nettie escapes to a new life as a
missionary in Africa, Celie is left behind without her best friend and
confidante, married off to an older suitor, and sentenced to a life alone
with a harsh and brutal husband. In an attempt to transcend a life that
often seems too much to bear, Celie begins writing letters directly to
God. The letters, spanning twenty years, record a journey of selfdiscovery and empowerment guided by the light of a few strong women.
She meets Shug Avery, her husband’s mistress and a jazz singer with a
zest for life, and her stepson’s wife, Sophia, who challenges her to fight
for independence. And though the many letters from Celie’s sister are
hidden by her husband, Nettie’s unwavering support will prove to be the
most breathtaking of all. The Color Purple has sold more than five million
copies, inspired an Academy Award–nominated film starring Oprah
Winfrey and directed by Steven Spielberg, and been adapted into a Tonynominated Broadway musical. Lauded as a literary masterpiece, this is
the groundbreaking novel that placed Walker “in the company of
Faulkner” (The Nation), and remains a wrenching—yet intensely
uplifting—experience for new generations of readers. This ebook
features a new introduction written by the author on the twenty-fifth
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anniversary of publication, and an illustrated biography of Alice Walker
including rare photos from the author’s personal collection. The Color
Purple is the 1st book in the Color Purple Collection, which also includes
The Temple of My Familiar and Possessing the Secret of Joy.
Imaginary Maps - Mahasweta Devi 2019-08-28
Imaginary Maps presents three stories from noted Bengali writer
Mahasweta Devi in conjunction with readings of these tales by famed
cultural and literary critic, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak. Weaving history,
myth and current political realities, these stories explore troubling motifs
in contemporary Indian life through the figures and narratives of
indigenous tribes in India. At once delicate and violent, Devi's stories
map the experiences of the "tribals" and tribal life under decolonization.
In "The Hunt," "Douloti the Bountiful" and the deftly wrought allegory of
tribal agony "Pterodactyl, Pirtha, and Puran Sahay," Ms. Devi links the
specific fate of tribals in India to that of marginalized peoples
everywhere. Gayatri Spivak's readings of these stories connect the
necessary "power lines" within them, not only between local and
international structures of power (patriarchy, nationalisms, late
capitalism), but also to the university.
The Window Seat - Aminatta Forna 2021-05-18
A stunning new collection of essays from the award-winning author of
Happiness, The Window Seat explores border crossings both literal and
philosophical, our relationship with the natural world, and the stories
that we tell ourselves. Aminatta Forna is one of our most important
literary voices, and her novels have won the Windham Campbell Prize
and the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Best Book. In this elegantly
rendered and wide-ranging collection of new and previously published
essays, Forna writes intimately about displacement, trauma and memory,
love, and how we coexist and encroach on the non-human world.
Movement is a constant here. In the title piece, “The Window Seat,” she
reveals the unexpected enchantments of commercial air travel. In
“Obama and the Renaissance Generation,” she documents how, despite
the narrative of Obama’s exceptionalism, his father, like her own, was
one of a generation of gifted young Africans who came to the United
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Kingdom and the United States for education and were expected to build
their home countries anew after colonialism. In “The Last Vet,” time
spent shadowing Dr. Jalloh, the only veterinarian in Sierra Leone, as he
works with the street dogs of Freetown, becomes a meditation on what a
society’s treatment of animals tells us about its principles. In
“Crossroads,” she examines race in America from an African perspective,
and in “Power Walking” she describes what it means to walk in the world
in a Black woman’s body and in “The Watch” she explores the raptures of
sleep and sleeplessness the world over. Deeply meditative and written
with a wry humor, The Window Seat confirms that Forna is a vital voice
in international letters.
The Future of Another Timeline - Annalee Newitz 2019-09-24
“A revolution is happening in speculative fiction, and Annalee Newitz is
leading the vanguard."--Wil Wheaton From Annalee Newitz, founding
editor of io9, comes a story of time travel, murder, and the lengths we'll
go to protect the ones we love. 1992: After a confrontation at a riot grrl
concert, seventeen-year-old Beth finds herself in a car with her friend's
abusive boyfriend dead in the backseat, agreeing to help her friends hide
the body. This murder sets Beth and her friends on a path of escalating
violence and vengeance as they realize many other young women in the
world need protecting too. 2022: Determined to use time travel to create
a safer future, Tess has dedicated her life to visiting key moments in
history and fighting for change. But rewriting the timeline isn’t as simple
as editing one person or event. And just when Tess believes she's found a
way to make an edit that actually sticks, she encounters a group of
dangerous travelers bent on stopping her at any cost. Tess and Beth’s
lives intertwine as war breaks out across the timeline--a war that
threatens to destroy time travel and leave only a small group of elites
with the power to shape the past, present, and future. Against the vast
and intricate forces of history and humanity, is it possible for a single
person’s actions to echo throughout the timeline? Praise for The Future
of Another Timeline: "An intelligent, gut-wrenching glimpse of how tiny
actions, both courageous and venal, can have large consequences. Smart
and profound on every level.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review) "You
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close the book reeling with questions about your own life and your part
in changing the future."—Amy Acker, actress (Angel and Person of
Interest) At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital
Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
The Girl with the Louding Voice - Abi Daré 2021-02-23
AN INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A READ WITH JENNA
TODAY SHOW BOOK CLUB PICK! “Brave, fresh . . . unforgettable.”—The
New York Times Book Review “A celebration of girls who dare to
dream.”—Imbolo Mbue, author of Behold the Dreamers (Oprah’s Book
Club pick) Shortlisted for the Desmond Elliott Prize and recommended by
The New York Times, Marie Claire, Vogue, Essence, PopSugar, Daily
Mail, Electric Literature, Red, Stylist, Daily Kos, Library Journal, The
Everygirl, and Read It Forward! The unforgettable, inspiring story of a
teenage girl growing up in a rural Nigerian village who longs to get an
education so that she can find her “louding voice” and speak up for
herself, The Girl with the Louding Voice is a simultaneously
heartbreaking and triumphant tale about the power of fighting for your
dreams. Despite the seemingly insurmountable obstacles in her path,
Adunni never loses sight of her goal of escaping the life of poverty she
was born into so that she can build the future she chooses for herself –
and help other girls like her do the same. Her spirited determination to
find joy and hope in even the most difficult circumstances imaginable will
“break your heart and then put it back together again” (Jenna Bush
Hager on The Today Show) even as Adunni shows us how one
courageous young girl can inspire us all to reach for our dreams…and
maybe even change the world.
The Secret Lives of Baba Segi’s Wives - Rotimi Babatunde 2018-06-07
The Secret Lives of Baba Segi's Wives is a scandalous, engrossing tale of
sexual politics and family strife in modern-day Nigeria. Lola Shoneyin's
bestselling novel bursts on to the stage in a vivid adaptation by Caine
Award-winning playwright Rotimi Babatunde. “Men are like yam, you cut
them how you like.” Baba Segi has three wives, seven children, and a
mansion filled with riches. But now he has his eyes on Bolanle, a young
university graduate wise to life's misfortunes. When Bolanle responds to
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Baba Segi's advances, she unwittingly uncovers a secret which threatens
to rock his patriarchal household to the core.
The Isle of Youth - Laura van den Berg 2013-11-05
Laura van den Berg's gorgeous new book, The Isle of Youth, explores the
lives of women mired in secrecy and deception. From a newlywed caught
in an inscrutable marriage, to private eyes working a baffling case in
South Florida, to a teenager who assists her magician mother and steals
from the audience, the characters in these bewitching stories are at once
vulnerable and dangerous, bighearted and ruthless, and they will do
what it takes to survive. Each tale is spun with elegant urgency, and the
reader grows attached to the marginalized young women in these
stories—women grappling with the choices they've made and searching
for the clues to unlock their inner worlds. This is the work of a fearless
writer whose stories feel both magical and mystical, earning her the title
of "sorceress" from her readers. Be prepared to fall under her spell. An
NPR Best Book of 2013
Better Never Than Late - CHIKA. UNIGWE 2019-09-03
Arrows of Rain - Okey Ndibe 2015-01-06
This debut novel from the author of the powerful, universally acclaimed
Foreign Gods, Inc. looks at a woman’s drowning and the ensuing
investigation in an emerging African nation. In the country of Madia
(based in part on Ndibe’s native Nigeria) a young prostitute runs into the
sea and drowns. The last man who spoke to her, the “madman” Bukuru,
is asked to account for her last moments. When his testimony implicates
the Madian armed forces, Bukuru is arrested and charged with her
death. At the first day of trial, Bukuru, acting as his own attorney,
counters these charges with allegations of his own, speaking not only of
government complicity in a series of violent assaults and killings, but
telling the court that the president of Madia himself is guilty of rape and
murder. The incident is hushed up, and Bukuru is sent back to prison,
where he will likely meet his end. But a young journalist manages to visit
him, and together they journey through decades of history that illuminate
Bukuru’s life, and that of the entire nation. A brave and powerful work of
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fiction, Arrows of Rain is a brilliant dramatization of the complex factors
behind the near-collapse of a nation from one of the most exciting
novelists writing today.
We Need New Names - NoViolet Bulawayo 2013-05-21
A remarkable literary debut--shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize! The
unflinching and powerful story of a young girl's journey out of Zimbabwe
and to America. Darling is only ten years old, and yet she must navigate
a fragile and violent world. In Zimbabwe, Darling and her friends steal
guavas, try to get the baby out of young Chipo's belly, and grasp at
memories of Before. Before their homes were destroyed by paramilitary
policemen, before the school closed, before the fathers left for dangerous
jobs abroad. But Darling has a chance to escape: she has an aunt in
America. She travels to this new land in search of America's famous
abundance only to find that her options as an immigrant are perilously
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few. NoViolet Bulawayo's debut calls to mind the great storytellers of
displacement and arrival who have come before her--from Junot Diaz to
Zadie Smith to J.M. Coetzee--while she tells a vivid, raw story all her
own.
Happiness, Like Water - Chinelo Okparanta 2013-05-02
In this debut collection, Chinelo Okparanta introduces us to families
burdened equally by the past and the future. Here, we meet a childless
couple with very different desires; a college professor comforting a
troubled student; a mother seeking refuge from an abusive husband; an
embittered spinster recalling the loss of a dear childhood friend; and a
young woman waiting to join her lover abroad. High expectations whether of success in Nigeria, or the dream of opportunity and
accomplishment in America - consume them. In language that is both raw
and elegant, Happiness, Like Water heralds the arrival of a fearless and
sensitive literary voice.
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